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Dr. Steve Graham is a Senior Consultant for Triangle 
Associates.  He served as Senior Associate Vice President 
for Academic Affairs at the University of Missouri System 
from 2002 to 2021, providing leadership for academic and 
faculty affairs issues across the multi-campus UM System. 
He is a Professor in Educational Leadership and Policy 
Analysis at the University of Missouri (MU). He has over 30 
years of experience in higher education as an 
administrator, professor, and consultant. He consulted to 
many universities including the Tennessee Board of 
Regents, University of Houston, Ohio University, Utah Valley 
University, University of Alabama-Birmingham, University of 
Missouri-St. Louis, as well as extensive training and 
evaluation work in business settings including AT&T and 
Data Storm. 
 
Dr. Graham has written approximately 100 articles or 
papers on a variety of topics including academic quality, 
cultural and organizational changes in higher education, 
leadership development, and manager coaching. His 
book, Academic Quality Work, was co-authored with 
William Massy and Paula Short. His current research efforts 
focus on the dramatic changes occurring in higher 
education and their impact on traditional public 
universities. His two most recent books include Volatility in 
Higher Education: An Anthropological 
Perspective, published in 2018, and a 2021 book 
entitled Paths to the Future of Higher Education, both co-
edited with Brian Foster and Joe Donaldson. 
 
Dr. Graham's undergraduate degree is from Coe College, 
and he received a Ph.D. from the University of Iowa. He 
and his wife, Jill, live in Columbia, Missouri. 

 


