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Dr. Daniel L. Clay is professor and dean of the University of
lowa College of Education, a role he has held since 2016.
Prior to this, Dan served as the dean of the University of
Missouri College of Education for six years, where he also
served on the board of directors of the Missouri Innovation
Center, a business incubator/accelerator.

Danis a nationally recognized scholar and fellow of the
American Educational Research Association and the
American Psychological Association. He is a leader in the
application of continuous quality improvement methods
that focus on organizational performance excellence. He
has expertise in finance, marketing, enroliment growth,
research growth, leadership development and
fundraising. Dan was recognized in 2014 as a Leader of
Change by The Network for Change and Continuous
Innovation: Higher Education’s Network for Change
Leadership.

Dr. Clay earned a Bachelor of Arts in psychology from the
College of St. Scholastica in Duluth, Minnesota; a Master
of Arts in educational and counseling psychology from the
University of Missouri; and a Ph.D. in counseling psychology
from the University of Missouri. He also received a higher
education administration certificate through the
Management Development Program at Harvard University
and an MBA from the University of Missouri Trulaske
College of Business.

Dan is also a successful entrepreneur involved in business
start-ups inside and outside education.



